Nor’Wester Nov. 15, 1860
TIE PLAIN-HUNTING BUSIXESS
. The last of the “geas de le prairie” have
carrived. For a week past, they have been coming
1n—the late bad weather having proved tno
severe a-test of strepgth and speed, for them al)
o arrive tugether. | Generally speaking, the hun-
‘ters have been very successiul: in some cases,
“only partially so. Profitable or not, however, the
‘hanting business is over for the year. The three
regular; annual hunt'ng expeditions to the western
plains of Dacotab have already done their work.
All i3 quict once more. The oecasion i3, we thmk
a fitting one for the consideration of the bea.rmf“
and induences of baffalo-hunting, viewed 25 the
buasiness, or regular, ordinary pursait of a large
preportion of the Red River people.
S8ome hundreds of young men and old take a
jsunt out west, two or three times every year, to
provide themeelves with meat provisions. What



they do net actually use, they dispose of for
clothing, grocéries, and other necessaries. This
seems right and proper enough.  Everybody has a
right to choose the particular method by which
he 13 to make a livng—so lonz, at least, ashe
does not engage in any business positively illegal
ovimmoral.  Stiil, theie are eertarn respects in
which this mede of obtaiving a hvelihood must be
considered objectionable.  We believe th t it un-
settles tiie minds of those engaged in it—
“un-e-ths 7 them, in the sense that they become
uniit fur those stealy and sure, though slow, pur-
3.its which characterise the wmidustrious and the
sucresstalin every country. It ercates f?m undue
relish for the o vel and the exaiting, and in the
same proportion a dishie of Lonest, genuine labor.
Is this mere theory ? - It is certainly correct in
theory, for our love of case is natural and strong ;
and wlhen fostered. soon over-rides all the prempt-
ings of a wise forethousht, self-interest, “or ambi®
t'on. But we are not borne cut by reasen slene:



our statement will hear the test of facts and every-
day experienee. It ight be said that the hiunte
e s not so mach a cuase of un~ettled, indolent
habits, as a reso{# or consequence of them——that ig,
that the plain-hunters o not become careless or
shothful by following this ocetpation, bat follow it
vecause they are so. This distinction may te
ratl.er nice and metaphysical 1 yet we must wdmit
that it has some fuurdation.  as a general thing,
tLe hunters are Freneh or Fnglish H Whrecds—
ptincipaily e former—=and they nasually enongh
possess traits of eharacter pecubiar both to the
red man and the whige.  Thelr tastes and habits



It alvo enceenrages extravacance. The quantity
of meat provisions conrumed by the hunters ia
satett g conrmons, - Alth veh punbering but
SiX or seven handeed s 1m---=‘uum;1w' Mo, Wehnn
and e iidren=—they w-g, or rather misu-e. ¢ s much
as wouhd sufilee fur six or seven thonsand 'u Greas
Britain, Uranee or Germany. it 15 no adequuta
Jower toosay that, havins livtde ¢lse, they ure

obdieed to use e than they obigrwise uuu.d
are, i fact, a sort of compromise.  They follow
to sumelextent, the quict, plodding oceeupations
of the Eurcpean; bLut to some extent also the
pramuive, easy-roing, ,plt.‘{b-!liu-»"’ﬂl'ﬂ“ pursuits v T
e Todian, This is quite natural and reasonable s
and therefore we admit that our plun-hunters wmay
pe, to a groat extent, biassed by phyvsical causes
independent of apd  anterior. to, ail acquired
habits.,  Sthd. we he ld‘tnmt e mactice of butt:lo-
L0 s a4 Cansg as W z-..ii as an cffect—1t 13 active
as well as passive—it creates or strengilens, as

-
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well as indicates, rostless banits



It alvo enceenrages extravacance. The quantity
of meat provisions conrumed by the hunters ia
satett g conrmons, - Alth veh punbering but
SiX or seven handeed s 1m---=‘uum;1w' Mo, Wehnn
and e iidren=—they w-g, or rather misu-e. ¢ s much
as wouhd sufilee fur six or seven thonsand 'u Greas
Britain, Uranee or Germany. it 15 no adequuta
Jower toosay that, havins livtde ¢lse, they ure

obhhieed o use wnre than they ol m'u e worial
We can sy, from pe patiel hnowls ¢ arr, thut thure

5 as mach wasted whout a rezufar Lm;:cr’:‘a e-tuh”
cahmt i one yewr, as o wonilosoppivoa stall
Gumdv of Fovopeans for the sumne period. Aud
actee the povroaet fal “Jess froepreently o237 npto
them that one day they e asing, and thenexr,

starviien, Phisoas true of o crear waav, The
atandunes wmowhich thiy revel all sumasr ereates
| L

ha ats of exiras Sacrance iu:ti wiasle th- ittf‘ilr:ii‘ﬂw,
Thisz & stom eomintes in winter, when stores etn-
not be repleni-hied. ard the eovsonouonee is that
it ter-nf ¢ omrse fastive sud e 1y gives 3lace to
voful fastinaz, And ths eads to anather vary
prevatent evil—ttar of takine debts Plam-Lunters
are everlastinelv i debt, No svstematie;, ndeed,



hivs this beeome amonx them, 1oat the man wao
1> free Gom debt i~ agcannted o rare craiosity,
Arine The edneatiom and veneral np-hrinzirg
of the youny are wueh neclected, 1 oys and erin ]
iwatend of being kepr at  setonl and ofi erwise
traine.t in what may by usetnl and bencfimal, are
::::}r!f} TD W&‘.I}llvl‘ ﬂ.huu!.; :iﬁ sihrmelr, SE Susages,
Aund 63 tachureh pomeand Sibbatlekeeping they
are auat of the g ~twn, - 8, srrorgls huse the
Uathhic clergy felt this, thot they usualiy send cut

f

a priest with the party.



This hanting Iife denotes a rade or prindtive

bt

starte of @ h, at*f“ HHistory teaches thar a l-ggrn;h5
who Live .J hunting are -nliv 1 the {l =L stazg of
civilisation.  The variong perods of @ nation's

growth may be :ivnﬁpninutwf the hunting. the
pastoral, the agtienltaral sand the maniizeturing,
Sedo not bedeve thas “this regalar serics will L
devéloped in th's country, fur such gradations are
traceable only in the ;”’béj of a peopl: emero-mn-
fiom barbari-in by thiir own excrtions’; but we
do-think thas the {irst Tuk in the chain holds
rooild here, Chr p!‘uﬁ::é‘ﬂﬂd! hunters are passion.
awely fond of their oeeldipition. They look torward
to the snminer’s .Eaaim! with the -.;rcut(:-,!. lenging
the pleasures of the ehas: form the aEf-an-w:[‘:?i::g
topic 2t the fire~ile anl by the way.  And why
s0?  Becausa the hu-uir:s:w jist snits the tastes of
nature’s chiliren. It iy pleasant—allows plenty of
time for tlif’;:ii:;mrt,rli,zrea uo =kill, and no paticnt
or piinst Kin. exertina, This is the reason why



ocenpation of ocenpations ;

it is with t“ em the
but this very reason ‘stamps it as an outlandish,
hift, fquite unworthy of pedple
ilerroe of ¢civ il!artf.li)ﬂ.

termporary make-s

nretendine tn a re-ﬂ}% ahle

We can understand L\he eazeriess and the reli-h

ntlema .-traive’ler betakes him-
- ’:

with which the gentlo
self to buflilo-huntine.: It i3 sowethine new, and
ilis. case is

soinething professedly lor plesure.
very different, hgwever from that of those who
live by it and for it—who atrend to it as f()"mully
- s

and regulariy as the firmer does to his flelds, or
the merchant to his Qeoda Nec. Our hunters
ought, as 390n as practicable, to relmqu:ih their
present method of gainmmg a livelihood. Tt i3 a
Very precarious one ati best and cannot be ex-
p:cted to last for ev&r. Either the \lmnesma
authorities will put B stop ta these gratuitﬂus
n{mq

excursions into their ° ermﬁries, or the rul
anauil slaughter wx!I; exterminate the buﬁ'ao,,
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